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1. Introduction 

This working paper aims to facilitate the development of comparative longitudinal analyses. 

The Longitudinal Social Study of Chile (ELSOC) is among the few highly complex panel 

studies in Latin America. However, comparable thematic and methodological studies in 

other regions can be used in conjunction with ELSOC to conduct cross-national longitudinal 

studies on conflict and social cohesion. This research approach has yet to be explored. 

Therefore, we would like to encourage using ELSOC for scientific production abroad. 

This document compares ELSOC with the UK's Understanding Society and New Zealand 

Attitudes and Values Survey. Below, we address the methodological similarities and 

differences between the three studies and their thematic comparability. Additionally, an 

attached Excel file provides the matching items between the aforementioned studies. We 

hope that researchers from various disciplines may envision the potential of ELSOC when 

combined with other panel surveys with a broad scientific reputation. We expect to extend 

this comparison to additional panel studies to further enhance comparative research and 

international collaboration. 

2. Methodology 

2.1. ELSOC 

Longitudinal panel study with an original sample of 3,000 individuals representing the urban 

adult population. ELSOC's design studies the evolution of Chileans' beliefs, emotions, and 

behaviors regarding social conflict and cohesion. 

Based on the main interests of COES researchers and the objectives of ELSOC, the sample 

was constructed from a sampling frame with information from the 2011 pre-census and 

territorial information from the CIT. The approximate representativeness is 77% of the 

population nationwide and 93% of the urban population. Based on this sampling frame, we 

carried out a multistage probabilistic sampling of 5 phases (cities, blocks, households, 
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individuals, and an increase in sample size). Finally, wave 1 achieved a response sample 

of 2,927 individuals. 

We incorporated a refreshment sample in 2018 to counteract the effects of attrition. It was 

generated from a sampling frame from the 2016 household census conducted by the CMD, 

including 40,000 households in 1,067 registered blocks from the original sample. Again, the 

selection process incorporated four stages (Cities, blocks, households, and individuals), 

reaching a refreshment sample of 1,519 individuals. 

To date, ELSOC covers six waves (2016-2022), using in-person surveys, except for 2021 –

because of the COVID-19 pandemic– when we used telephone surveys. Trained 

interviewers, protocols, retention incentive strategies, and follow-up strategies have been in 

place. 

1.2. Understanding Society 

Understanding Society (US) is a longitudinal survey that monitors members of approximately 

40,000 households in the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern 

Ireland). The main objective of US is to provide high-quality longitudinal data on topics such 

as health, work, education, income, and social life to contribute to understanding the medium 

and long-term effects of economic and social change. The main strengths of US are: 

• Long-term longitudinal design: in addition to having 11 waves to date, the US is a 

continuation of the British Household Panel Survey (1991-2008). 

• Focus on households: collecting data on each adult and child over ten years old in the 

household provides information on the family and the home environment in which 

individual and collective dynamics develop. 

• Statistical precision: the large sample N allows inferential analysis of small groups, such 

as teenage parents, and larger groups at regional and national levels. 

• Overrepresentation of ethnic minorities: the sample includes subsamples of ethnic 

minorities to provide a detailed analysis of these populations. 

• Wide range of topics and interdisciplinarity: US covers a wide range of issues, allowing 

it to cross the boundaries of social and medical research. 

All initial respondents are re-interviewed annually to collect information on changes at the 

household level and in their personal circumstances. Data collection began in January 2009 
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and has been predominantly conducted through face-to-face surveys in respondents' 

households since then. To date, US has completed 11 survey waves. 

The sample has three main components. The General Population Sample (GPS), the Ethnic 

Minority Boost (EMBS), and the British Household Panel Survey (BHPS) sample. Data 

collection is conducted face-to-face through annual interviews with each household 

member. Individuals in the sample who are 10 to 15 years old are assigned a special self-

administered questionnaire; when these members turn 16, the complete questionnaire is 

administered. In addition to the Main Survey, there is a separate parallel questionnaire 

designed for methodological development and testing called Innovation Panel. 

2.2.1. General Population Sample (GPS) 

The GPS was based on two samples, one covering residential addresses in England, 

Scotland, and Wales and another for Northern Ireland. England, Scotland, and Wales 

sample is a proportionally stratified and clustered sample of addresses that were selected 

in 2 stages (zip code sectors and residential addresses). The sectors were drawn into 12 

geographic strata, each divided into three sub-strata according to the proportion of persons 

in the household classified as non-manual workers. Each of these 36 sub-strata was split 

into three sub-strata according to population density, resulting in 108 subdivisions, which 

were further divided according to ethnic minority density. From this list, 2,640 areas were 

systematically randomly sampled. In the second stage, 18 addresses were obtained from 

each area through systematic random sampling, consolidating a sample of 47,520 

addresses. For Northern Ireland, 2,395 addresses were selected in one stage, making the 

final GPS sample 49,915 households. 

Furthermore, 40% of the 2,640 areas had an address selected as a GPS comparison 

sample. Therefore, members of the General Population Comparison Sample (GPCS) are a 

random subsample of the GPS. 

2.2.2. Ethnic Minority Boost (EMBS) 

The sample design provides surveys of at least 1,000 adults from 5 ethnic groups: Indian, 

Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Caribbean, and African. Postal areas with a high proportion of 

minority ethnic groups were identified, covering between 82% and 93% of the population of 

each minority group. Among these, 771 areas were selected: 7 in Scotland, 6 in Wales, and 
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758 in England. According to statistical criteria, addresses were selected, ranging from 15 

to 103 addresses per area. The interviewers performed the last step; within each household, 

they defined whether members became part of the sample based on their ethnic group 

affiliation and a mechanism applied to specific target groups for generating the desired 

sample proportion. Finally, all members of the five ethnic groups are part of the EMBS; 

others belonging to different ethnic groups are considered temporary sample members. 

2.2.3. British Household Panel Survey BHPS 

The BHPS sample was added to US at wave 2. This sample consists of all BHPS members 

who were still active at wave 18 of the study and who did not decline to participate in US. It 

consists of different components, including the original 1991 sample, refreshment samples 

from Scotland and Wales added in 1999, and a sample from Northern Ireland selected in 

2001. 

2.3. New Zealand Attitudes and Values Survey 

The NZAVS is a longitudinal study of the social attitudes, personality, and health status of 

over 60,000 New Zealanders. Its main objective is to understand how people and their life 

circumstances change over time by tracing social, psychological, and health factors 

transformations over an estimated 20-year period (2009-2029). Moreover, it is intended to 

evaluate how attitudinal and value changes are related to shifts in health and well-being over 

time. 

The data collection began in 2009 with a sample frame drawn from the New Zealand voter 

registry of current New Zealand residents. This publicly available list contains all citizens 

over 18 years old who are eligible to vote, regardless of whether they choose to vote. The 

sampling frame was divided into three parts: 25,000 people from the registry (4,060 

responses), 10,000 people from the registry (1,609 responses), and 5,500 people randomly 

selected from blocks with high Maori, Oceanic, and Asian population proportions (671 

responses). The three samples were conducted by multistage random sampling, where 

households were selected and one individual per household was interviewed. The 

questionnaires were mailed to 40,500 individuals, with an overall response rate of 16.6%. 

In wave 3, 2,966 new participants were added from a refreshment sample and recruited 

through non-probability sampling by an advertisement on the website of a New Zealand 
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newspaper. The refreshment data was collected through an online version of the 

questionnaire. In wave 4, a refreshment sample was added using five independent sampling 

frames. First, 20,000 people aged 18-70 were randomly selected from the 2012 electoral 

registry (2,429 responses). Secondly, 10,000 residents aged 18-70 from the Auckland 

region who were registered on the registry were randomly selected (890 responses). The 

third frame consisted of 3,000 people aged 18-60 from the Christchurch region randomly 

selected from the registry (332 responses). The fourth frame consisted of 9,000 people 

selected from blocks of moderate to high socio-economic disadvantage (767 responses). 

The fifth frame consisted of 9,000 randomly selected individuals aged 18-70 who identified 

as Maori ethnicity in the 2012 census (689 responses). At wave 5, 2 refreshment samples 

were added: 70,000 randomly selected 18-60-year-olds from the 2014 electoral registry 

(7,487 responses) and 1,500 randomly selected 18-60-year-olds of Maori ethnicity from the 

2014 registry (92 responses). At wave 8, a refreshment sample was added from a frame of 

80,000 people aged 18-65 randomly selected from the 2016 electoral registry (7,667 

responses). In wave 10, a refreshment sample was added by randomly selecting 325,000 

people between 18 and 65 years old from the electoral registry, of which 29,293 answered. 

Paying advertising on YouTube and Facebook was used to increase the response and 

retention rate.
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Table 1. Comparative summary. 

 ELSOC US NZAVS 
Objectives Evaluate how Chileans think, feel, and behave 

regarding conflict and social cohesion. To 
temporarily analyze the evolution of conflict 
and cohesion in Chilean society. 

Provide high-quality longitudinal data on 
health, labor, education, income, and social 
life to contribute to understanding the 
medium and long-term effects of economic 
and social change. 

Contribute to understanding how people and their 
life circumstances change over time, tracing 
changes in social, psychological, and health factors. 
Evaluate how attitudinal and value shifts relate to 
changes in health and well-being over time. 

Period 10-year target with 6 waves completed so far 
(2016-2022). 

11 waves completed so far (2009-2022) 
considering data from the BHPS sample 
(1991-2022). 

20-year target, with 14 completed waves (2009-
2022). 

Sample size and 
unit 

Approximately 3,000 individuals 
representative of the Chilean urban adult 
population. 

Approximately 40,000 households 
representative of the UK population and 
ethnic minorities. 

Approximately 60,000 New Zealanders over 18 
years old. 

Sampling strategy Multistage probability sampling by cities, 
blocks, households, and individuals. 

Multistage probability sampling by postal 
areas, proportionally stratified. 

Combination of multistage probability sampling for 
the original sample, non-probability sampling, and 
simple random sampling for refreshment samples. 

Implementation Face-to-face and transition to telephone mode 
in pandemic. 

Face-to-face and telephone surveys when 
contact attempts fail or online 
questionnaire. 

Self-administered questionnaire sent by mail and 
online questionnaire available on the website. 

Refreshment/boost 
samples 

Refreshment sample of 1,519 individuals 
added in 2018 using the same sampling 
strategy as the original sample. 

Boost sample focused on ethnic minority 
representation (EMBS). 

Refreshment samples in waves 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 
through random and non-random sampling. 
Refreshments both to increase the overall sample 
size, and to represent ethnic minorities and 
disadvantaged socioeconomic groups. 
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3. ELSOC Module Matches 

3.1. Citizenship and democracy 

Understanding Society: The overlaps with ELSOC are mainly concentrated on questions 

about satisfaction with democracy, organization membership, party identification, political 

interest, and voting patterns. Also, as US is focused on households, there are coincidences 

in questions about gender roles within the household. There are no comparable questions 

regarding confidence in institutions. However, there are similar questions on the degree of 

confidence in specific political parties. While there are logically no matches on specific 

elections, Understanding Society asks about retrospective voting in referendums that the 

UK has had recently, such as Brexit and the Scottish referendum. This is comparable to the 

entry and exit constitutional referendum in Chile. 

NZAVS: There are coincidences in self-identification on the left-right continuum and 

confidence in institutions. The NZAVS only asks about trust in general politicians and 

institutional confidence in the police, while ELSOC asks about specific parties, government, 

parliament, and other institutions. In terms of participation, there are coincidences in 

questions on political self-efficacy. In social dominance, there are similar questions about 

superior and inferior groups, while in national identity, there is overlap in the question about 

patriotic pride. There are also similarities in questions on issues of public debate, such as 

quarantines, abortion, the environment, and immigration. 

3.2. Social conflict 

Understanding Society: This is probably the module with a minor overlap with ELSOC. There 

do not seem to be similar questions on the justification of violence, magnitude of intergroup 

conflict, or punitive views. There could be a comparison in questions that concern the 

participant's psychological characteristics, such as aversion to conflict. 

NZAVS: There are similarities in conflict aversion and perceived and justified violence, 

especially domestic violence. There is also comparability in punitive opinions; however, 

NZAVS asks about the case of the three strikes law, which extends sentences for repeated 

offenders. Regarding reparations to indigenous peoples, there are overlaps in the questions 

referring to the Mapuche people and the Maori people. 
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3.3 Inequality and legitimacy 

Understanding Society: There are no major similarities in class conflict or questions referring 

to meritocracy, nor in the perception of fair treatment. There are similar questions on 

redistributive justice (taxes) and self-perceived social status; however, social class 

categories are used in the US, not a continuous status scale. 

NZAVS: Similar questions on the perception of elites, and general questions on the 

justification of the system, even though differently formulated, point to concepts related to 

the inequality and legitimacy module. There is also a similarity in questions on tolerance and 

freedom of expression. 

3.4. Networks and attitudes 

Understanding Society: The main overlap in this module is the questions about close 

networks. ELSOC asks about confidants, while the US asks about friends. Both surveys ask 

about the education, gender, and age of these five friends/confidants. Additionally, the 

estimated number of close friends is asked in both surveys. There appears to be no overlap 

in distant networks or relationships with migrant groups. 

NZAVS: This module has similar questions regarding intergroup relations, specifically 

intergroup anxiety and the frequency of positive and negative contact with other ethnic 

groups. There is no overlap in either close or distant networks. 

3.5. Gender 

Understanding Society: In the gender module, there are similarities in opinions about rights, 

roles, and identity, specifically in roles of care at home and expectations about work. No 

major coincidences exist in more controversial questions on sexism (benevolent or hostile). 

NZAVS: There are similar items on benevolent and hostile sexism. Furthermore, there is 

overlap on the question about the importance of gender in identity. 

3.6. Health and wellbeing 

Understanding Society: In health and well-being, there is overlap in almost all the questions. 

There is similarity in subjective well-being, healthy behavior (alcohol and tobacco 
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consumption), depressive mood, stressful events (mainly related to life as a couple), and 

physical and mental health status. There are also coincidences in personality traits. 

NZAVS: Since one of the survey's objectives is to evaluate how attitudinal and value 

changes are related to changes in health, there are coincidences in almost all the questions. 

There are coincidences in subjective well-being, healthy behavior, depressive 

symptomatology, stressful life events, health status, and personality. 

3.7. Territory 

Understanding Society: In the territory module, there are also many comparable questions. 

There are similarities in questions on trust in neighbors, neighborhood cohesion and 

sociability, residential mobility, and problems associated with crime. There seem to be no 

questions on residential satisfaction. There are questions about satisfaction with services in 

the neighborhood. However, these services do not match ELSOC's residential satisfaction 

questions. 

NZAVS: There is only one question about the neighborhood in NZAVS, referring to the 

feeling of community with neighbors in the area. 

 

 

 


